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the attitude of England when the Great War was imminent
and deliberately to wait so as to induce a declaration of war.
Japan cannot afford to ignore such a possibility.
The third case would be a repetition of what America
did in the Great War* She would make all she could as a
neutral and, when both sides had been sucked dry and were
exhausted beyond recovery, she would come in on England's
side, quietly to put out her hand and to step up on to the
throne of the world.
Beyond all doubt, the third policy is the one for America
to adopt in her own interest. But it is far more probable that
the English, rather than fight Japan themselves, will let
America fight her and then assume the mastery of the world
without having had to take their hands out of their pockets.
The first case, then, must be regarded as that most likely
to occur.
This being so, the task before our diplomats is to keep
America out of the war. If they fail in that, they should devote
themselves to delaying her entry into it as long as possible.
They will have disgraced themselves utterly should the
second case occur and we are let in as Germany was by
Grey's cunning diplomacy.
What of Russia?
The attitude of Soviet Russia would greatly influence
the result of an Anglo-Japanese war. She might prove a
most useful tool wherewith to break into Britain's treasure
house of India.
From the British point of view, she is an indispensable
barrier cutting off Japan from the continent of Asia.
Her favours will, then, be another diplomatic bone of
contention.
Russia is still striving after an outlet into warm water.
Of the three attempts she has made in past Iinperial
times, two, those in the Mediterranean and in the Near
East, have been obstructed principally by England, the
third, in the Far East, was blocked completely by Japan;
The matter is of importance in the present connexion, be-
cause a war between Japan and England might give her an
opportunity to crown tins traditional policy with success.
It^is possible that England paght win over Russia by
offering her Manchuria and ah outlet to the Yellow Sea.
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